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SENIOR PROJECT and Tool for Civic Engagement
REQUIREMENT: 
Beginning with the freshmen class of 2010, a senior project will be required for graduation in the State of Idaho.

THOROUGHNESS STANDARD: 
“The importance of students acquiring the skills to enable them to be responsible citizens of their homes, schools and communities is emphasized.” (33-1612: Thorough system of public schools)

MANDATE: 
“Schools will provide instruction and activities necessary for students to acquire the skills to enable them to be responsible citizens in their homes, schools, communities, state and nation.” (08.02.03.170 Citizenship)

Approved by the Idaho State Board of Education and correlated to the state content learning standards for use in Idaho classrooms, Project Citizen is a process that adds to students’ knowledge, enhances their skills, and deepens their understanding of how we can all work together to make our communities better.  

Federally funded by the U.S. Department of Education under the Education for Democracy Act approved by the United States Congress, Project Citizen is directed by the Center for Civic Education (Calabasas, CA) and administered in Idaho by the Idaho Human Rights Education Center (Boise).  Classroom sets of the enclosed text and professional development training in the Project Citizen process are provided free-of-charge.  (Contact dan@idaho-humanrights.org for information.)

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the state requirements for the Senior Project? The only requirements from the state for the Senior Project are that it includes a research paper and oral presentation and must be completed by the end of the 12th grade year.  The rule gives local school districts the flexibility to further define the Senior Project.

What are the skills reinforced in the Project Citizen process applicable for the 21st Century? A Senior Project is intended as a capstone demonstration that exhibits the skills learned during a student’s K-12 educational career.  Project Citizen meets the state graduation requirements for senior project of an oral and written presentation.  In addition it highlights the following skills:

· problem solving and critical thinking

· collaboration

· accessing and analyzing information

· creating high expectations and initiative

How does Project Citizen fit into the curriculum?  Project Citizen, process-based learning, can be taught in individual courses (American Government, Language Arts), as an inter-disciplinary unit, or enhance topic-specific courses (Science, Speech, Math, Art, Global Learning, etc.).

What is the time frame for Project Citizen? The time spent on the project can be modified to meet the needs of the district, school, teacher and student as a comprehensive process integrated into the curriculum.

Who facilitates Project Citizen? The process works as a teacher-directed, student driven portfolio-based program utilizing a student and teacher handbook, available in varying grade levels and in Spanish.   
What is the structure of Project Citizen?  Project Citizen empowers students to actively engage in a continuous success oriented process that incorporates both group and individual dynamics in a series of lessons that incorporate the following: 

· identify a community problem,

· gather information,

· examine alternative policies,

· propose public policy, and

· develop an action plan.  

How is cooperation and collaboration fostered through Project Citizen?  Students form small groups and determine individual roles that develop and/or reinforce

· skills for success in the collegial and workplace environments,

· civic engagement, and

· effective communication and collaborative skills that identify and utilize social, emotional, and academic strengths.  

The process is conducive to a natural progression from a group to an individual student-centered process that is mentored by a support structure identified and organized by the individual student.  

How is the individual’s contribution to the process assessed?  The individual is held accountable by successfully completing tasks within each Project Citizen step.  The research and oral presentation requirements may be evaluated by developed rubrics.

How are students held accountable? Project Citizen holds each student accountable through a variety of methods: 

· completion of individual lessons and/or group lessons,

· individual classroom and/or cross-curricular components,

· preparation of physical and/or technological portfolios, and

· reflection on skills, knowledge and dispositions.

♦♦

How can the materials be obtained? Classroom sets of the enclosed text and professional development training in the Project Citizen process are provided free-of-charge.  (Contact dan@idaho-humanrights.org or visit www.idaho-humanrights.org and click EDUCATION, Senior Projects for additional information.)
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